ALAIN LEFÈVRE TRIOMPHE EN ALLEMAGNE DANS LE CONCERTO NO. 2 DE RACHMANINOV. 
(Octobre 2008)
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Agile fingers

Brahms and Rachmaninov at the Weimar Staatskapelle Orchestra

Johannes Brahms : Sinfonie Nr.3 F-Major, Op.90

Sergei Rachmaninov : Piano Concerto No. 2 in C-Minor, Op.18

Alain Lefèvre has given full honors to his reputation of owning some of the most agile ten fingers in the world. But that's not all. He submitted himself to a powerfully elegant strain of melodic, picturesque moments of this structured score, with an extraordinary sensibility and with heroic highlights. It is no wonder that a frenzied applause was an unavoidable consequence. 

Hans-Jürgen Thiers, 10.01.08
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With a Veil of Nostalgia

Storms of applause for the 1. Symphonic Concert of the Staatskapelle Orchestra!

Rachmaninov is a composer who likes to look back at past treasures. His music seems to tell of lost paradises. Well, that was the impression that the audience got when listening to the 2nd movement of the Piano concerto Nr. 2 c-Moll op. 18, performed by the Canadian pianist Alain Lefèvre. Here was a thoroughbred musician at work. He had no need to impress his audience or to enhance himself with self-serving virtuosic techniques. Here is an artist who is more conscious about celebrating the natural beauty of the music, with a breath of nostalgia. It was a great experience, in as much Lefèvre succeeded to highlight the integrity of the inner and very difficult structural sections of Rachmaninov's Concerto. Lefèvre overcame with genuine grandezza, and with an enviable pianistic touch, without ever even raising the suspicion of using superficial brilliance or self-gratification. It is precisely that which makes his interpretation such a great one. 
Axel Schröter, 09.30.08

